Selected Topics in International
Relations- Ismail Erkam Sula

AN INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO STUDENTS:

I use my e-mail actively and recommend you do so since certain important class
announcements will be made through email. Any questions sent to me by email
will receive a response within three business days, or during the following class.
E-mails must: contain your name, be written in proper English, and have the
course code and name in the subject line. (Example: Erkam Sula - INRE616:
About This Week’s Readings)


https://www.uikpanorama.com/blog/2021/10/25/selected-topics-in-international-relations/
https://www.uikpanorama.com/blog/2021/10/25/selected-topics-in-international-relations/

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to introduce advanced debates in seminar style on topics
of key importance to International Relations scholarship. The course focuses on
fundamental issues that revolve around four major components: IR Theory and
Philosophy, Research Methods, Key Concepts in IR scholarship, and the history of
the international relations discipline. The course conducts weekly debates on
selected topics to prepare graduate students for their PhD
comprehensive/qualification exams. The course particularly aims to:

= Familiarize students with the major debates in international relations
theory

= Help students understand various types of academic inquiry in IR

= Teach students the relationship between science and methods in the IR
Discipline

= Jllustrate various ways of research design in IR

» Help students select research topics for their early career as an academic

= Urge students to understand IR discipline in general and prepare
themselves for their PhD comprehensive/qualification exams.

REQUIREMENTS:

» The course assumes prior knowledge of IR theories, concepts and
familiarity with IR scholarship.

= According to the regulations of the University it is compulsory to attend at
least 70 percent of the classes. However, in any graduate course you are
expected to attend ALL CLASSES.

= Please come to class well-prepared by reading the chapters and articles of
the week. Otherwise, you will not be able to understand the debates and
receive certain grade penalties.

» You will not receive the instructor’s presentation slides. Voice recording
and taking pictures without the instructor’s consent is not allowed and
will be regarded as a serious violation of class rules. Make sure you take



proper lecture notes.

» Paper and other assignment deadlines are announced in this syllabus. Any
change (unlikely) in the deadlines will be announced through email or in-
class. There will be no extensions to the deadlines.

DO NOT PLAGIARIZE: If you plagiarize from your previously submitted
works, or from the work of others in your written assignments, you will
receive a failing grade of 0 for the assignment.

GRADING:

Students are expected to accumulate grade points by reading course materials,
attending classes, participating in class seminar discussions and completing
certain assignments.

1. Participation & Attendance: Total Grade Points: 15%

Each week, student attendance and participation will be graded. Students are
expected to attend ALL CLASSES and answer/pose questions about weekly
readings and discuss with peers in seminar sessions. It is compulsory to attend at
least 70 percent (10 weeks) of the classes.

2. Assignments: Total Grade Points: 45%

Students need to complete certain assignments in order to accumulate grade
points. Assignment details will be sent by email and discussed in-class or office
hours. The assignments are as follows:

» Weekly Presentations (Graded weekly - Total Grade 25%)



Students will select one article/chapter each week and make a flash talk and ask
question to the class on the selected reading.

= Two Response assignments (Graded Weekly - 20%)

There are certain research questions in the weekly course plan below. Students
are expected to submit research assignments to Turnitin. 10 pages max. with
references.

3. Final Paper: Take-home Comprehensive Exam: 40 %

The assignments above are designed to help students accumulate knowledge and
prepare themselves for a hypothetical comprehensive exam until the end of the
course. In the last week students will be given a list of comprehensive exam
questions (including some previously asked by the professors at AYBU
Department of International Relations). Each student is expected to select two
research questions and answer them (with academic references from course
readings and beyond) in the limited time given by the professor. This will serve as
a simulation of a real comprehensive exam. In order to pass this course students
are expected to write their 15 (minimum) - 20 (maximum) pages academic
response essays (with references) and submit to Turnitin.

COURSE CONTENT:

IR Scholarship: The State of the art in the World and in Turkey

Week 1: Philosophy of Social Sciences and International Relations Scholarship

Week 2: IR Scholarship around the World and the state of the IR Discipline in



Turkey.

Week 3: The sociology of the IR discipline

History of International Relations Discipline

Week 4: The evolution of the discipline 1: Major debates in IR Theory

Week 5: The evolution of the discipline 2: ‘Westphalia Treaty’, ‘great debates’ or a
myth?

Week 6: International Political Economy: A short history on the Liberal World
Order

IR Methods and Methodology

Week 7: Explaining and Understanding International Relations

Week 8: Quantitative vs. Qualitative Methods in International Relations

Week 9: Eclectic Methods and Triangulation

IR Concepts and Theoretical debates

Week 10: Power, Balance of Power, Soft/smart Power



Week 11: Hegemony, Hegemonic stability, and Cooperation

Week 12: Security, Security Dilemma, Securitization

Week 13: Democracy, Democratic Consolidation, Democratization

Week 14: Samples and discussion on Comprehensive Exam questions

COURSE READINGS AND WEEKLY PILAN:

This course will follow a couple of books, certain chapters from others and
research articles. Please ask for the course reader to the Instructor. The required
readings are listed in the weekly course plan below. Please also see the course
readings - bibliography section at the end of the syllabus.

INRE 616 SELECTED TOPICS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSSPRING
2020

Week 1 - Philosophy Of Social Sciences & IR Scholarship
Introduction to INRE 503
-Syllabus, course rules, and assignment and a short lecture on academic honesty
& plagiarism.
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Lebow 2019)
-(Wight 2002)

Week 2 - IR Scholarship around the World and the state of the IR
Discipline in Turkey
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Aydinli and Biltekin 2017)
-(Kostem 2015)




Week 3 - The Sociology of the International Relations Discipline
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Bilgin 2009)
-(Bigo and Walker 2007)
-(Waever 1998)

Week 4 - The evolution of the discipline 1: Major debates in IR Theory
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Smith 1996; 2013)
-(Kaplan 1961)
-(Lake 2013)
-(Wilson 1998)

Week 5 - The evolution of the discipline2: Other Selected Debates
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Osiander 2016)
-(Patton 2019)
-(Rosenberg 2016; 2017)
-(Booth and Kurki 2017)
-(Booth 2019)

Research Questions: What is ‘causality’? How do you define it in the study of
International Relations? How does anarchy work as a “permissive cause” in
International Relations? How many types of causality can you think of? How are
they related to the positivist vs post-positivist debate in IR? Please give your
answer with examples from certain IR theories.

Week 6 - International Political Economy: the Liberal World Order, R.I.P
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Gilpin 2001)
-(Ikenberry 2015)
-(Deudney and Ikenberry 1999)
-(Haas 2018)
-(Woods 2014)




Week 7 - Explaining and Understanding International Relations
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Hollis and Smith 1991, 1-91)

Week 8 - Quantitative vs. Qualitative Methods in International Relations
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Wheelan 2013, 1-34)
-(Martin and Bridgmon 2012, 1-38)
-(Klotz and Prakash 2008, 1-38, 211-20)
-(Marvasti 2004, 1-13)

Week 9 - Eclectic Methods and Triangulation
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Rosenau 1984)

-(Katzenstein and Sil 2009)

-(Sil and Katzenstein 2010)

Week 10 - Power, Balance of Power, Soft/smart Power
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Barnett and Duvall 2005)

-(Pape 2005)

-(Baldwin 2013)

-(Schweller 2016)

Research Questions: This question was asked by one of my professors to me
when I was a graduate student: “Should non-state actors (e.g. terrorist
networks) be incorporated into balance of power theory? If not, why not, if so,
how?”

Week 11 - Hegemony, Hegemonic stability, and Cooperation
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Gavris 2019)
-(Webb and Krasner 1989)
-(Keohane 1984, 31-46)
-(Dunne 2014)
-(Cox 1981)




Week 12 - Security, Security Dilemma, Securitization
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Baylis 2008)

-(Bilgin 2003)

-(Bilgin 2011)

-(Bilgin 2012)

-(Booth and Wheeler 2007)

-(Tang 2009)

Week 13 - Democracy, Democratic Consolidation, Democratization
Must readings and seminar discussions:
-(Przeworski 1991)
-(Przeworski 2016)
-(Diamond 1994)
-(Albrecht and Schlumberger 2004)

Week 14 - Samples and discussion on Comprehensive Exam questions
* No Readings this week
* In-class discussion about what we have learned this far. Some final discussions
about the comprehensive exam.
Short Lecture: On the use and importance of research methods in academic
research & some final advice on academic honesty and plagiarism.

Week 15 - FINAL EXAM

Exact date will be announced by the university.
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